The Snowy Day by Ezra Keats

First published in 1962,
this book is timeless. The
story beautifully portrays a
child’s curiosity and won-
der. The illustrations are
done wusing simply cut
bright paper to comple-
ment the words. The text is
brief, leaving the reader to
examine the pictures to
flesh out the story.

The book starts out with
a little boy waking up to a
snowy scene outside his
window. Peter goes outside
and explores the world. He
drags a stick, makes tracks,
and plays with the fluffy
white stuff. Ashemeanders
along, Peter encounters
older children and soon
finds out he is not quite
ready to playwith them. No
matter, he continues play-
ing by himself, entertaining
himself endlessly.

At the end of his frolick-
ing, Peter brings a snowball
inside, as a way to save the
wonderful snowy day.
Again, helearnssomething
about snow. Peter is anx-
ious that the snow will be
gone forever, only to find
there is much more of it
when he wakes up the next
morning. The book ends
with Peter venturing into
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the white once again, this
time joined by a friend.

I have read this book re-
peatedlytomychildrenand
am still delighted by how it
celebrates the wonder of a
child and the adventurous
ways we can become
knowledgeable about the
great outdoors. This is a
great book to read aloud to
2- to 6-year-olds, and a fa-
vorite for early readers.
You can find it at Bruce’s
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